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This 3 ½ -day residential course for teachers was held at Edinburgh Napier University. It attracted
a mixture of experienced and student teachers of design & technology and science (chemistry).
The aim of the course was to expose teachers to various aspects of the chemistry, engineering and
design associated with plastics and rubber, through lectures and group discussions from Colin
Hindle and his Napier team as well as guest lecturers: Diane Aston on ’IOM3 Schools Affiliate
Scheme’, Colin Williamson on ’History of Plastics’and John Sale on ’Environmental Sustainability’. The last
resulted in some controversy regarding plastics versus paper for shopping bags, but this was nothing
compared to that generated by the Rocket Car Race!
Equal enthusiasm was channelled into the hands-on
practical sessions covering polymer processing and
materials testing.
Industrial visits were made to three polymer companies,
Carron Phoenix, Ineos and Carclo Technical Plastics
to see the journey from the raw material to plastic product.
On the final day plastics identification was first on the
agenda, followed by more time in the polymer
workshop and advanced materials centre to ‘make and
break’.
Once again SPRA sponsored two delegates, both Design & Technology teachers. Companies are
urged to consider investing £750 in sponsoring a teacher, perhaps from a local school, for the
2012 Polymer Study Tour.
Colin Hindle, SPRA Education Officer
See SPRA website for full report

MARINE LITTER

There are many examples of how polymeric
materials have contributed to the solutions for
environmental problems, but the public
perception of the environmental credentials of
plastics and their products is still centred on the
highly visible presence of plastics in litter.
Marine litter was the subject of Workshops held
in Aberdeen and Dundee earlier this year, at
which Peter Davis, Director General of the
British Plastics Federation (BPF), represented
the SPRA as well as the BPF.
Although plastics were not the main focus of the
meetings,
the
subject did come
up. Around 50%
of beach litter is
attributed to beach
visitors and a
further 10% caused
by fishing and shipping. A substantial proportion
is from undefined sources.
Peter outlined the various initiatives the BPF is
involved in to raise the public’s, industry’s and
fishermen’s awareness of plastic litter and the
opportunities for recycling waste plastics. He
spoke of the innovation and resource efficiency
capabilities of plastics, and the rapid progress
made in recycling. He covered the causes of
marine litter and also industry initiatives to stop
plastics litter.
The message was that the Plastics Industry is
against used plastics being littered or going to
landfill and it would like them back for recycling.
Report by Charlie Geddes, SPRA Hon Secretary

RESEARCH FUNDING for SMEs

The European Commission has just published
a package of grant funding calls for proposals to
develop new products, processes and technologies.
The available budget for 2012 is
and applications for projects that will benefit
from this fund need to be lodged with the EC
before 6th December 2011.
Pera, an SPRA Corporate Member, is currently
identifying companies eligible to benefit from
this funding. Pera is uniquely qualified to
secure EC funding on the SME’s behalf and in
the past year alone has helped 150 firms secure
public grants of between
million each,
many of them in the field of materials and
coatings.
The SMEs retain complete control of the
developed Intellectual Property (IP) and the
grant is given without requiring the client SME
to give up equity, take on loans for repayment or
losing control of the valuable IP which is
created through the research and development
paid for by the grant.
For further free information on the EC funding
available please contact Isla Sutherland at Pera.

isla.sutherland@pera.com
Tel: 01664 501501
www.pera.com
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DINNER DANCE 2012

The 2012 SPRA Dinner Dance will
be held on Friday 2nd March at the
Glasgow Crowne Plaza.
Following the success of the 2011
event now is the time for company
hosts to think about booking tables for
2012 so that their guests can enjoy the
customary evening of good food, fine
wine and excellent company. The
guest speaker will be one of Scotland’s
top after-dinner speakers, Robbie Glen
and the regular band, Life and Soul
will be sure to get the feet tapping.

For tickets and more details, contact:
David Barlow

Tel: 0131 440 5417 Fax: 0131 448 0679

david@davidbarlow.co.uk

“WHAT IT TAKES TO WIN THE HORNERS’ AWARD”

The June meeting of the SPRA, on Monday 13th June at Edinburgh Napier University,
‘Innovation in Plastics Design’, explored the story of the development of Durakerb®. The
meeting attracted a broad spectrum of interest from industry and academia, including teachers
and student teachers on the Polymer Study Tour.
John McLoughlin, POLYnnovation consultancy, described the design
development of Durakerb, a kerbstone made from recycled polyethylene and
polypropylene. It was the 2008 winner of the Horners’ Award for Plastics
Innovation and Design.
The Durakerb system aims to help specifiers and contractors comply with
Government requirements for sustainable construction. Durakerb is a
revolutionary, lightweight and environmentally friendly kerbstone system that
complies with health and safety guidelines for manual handling.
John described the design stages from prototype to current
product, explaining the development stages in mould design to
improve the properties of the finished product.
Having developed the product, it then required certification and,
in the absence of a British Standard, fitness-for-purpose testing
was required for BBA (British Board of Agrément) Approval
and to satisfy HAPAS (Highways Authority Product Approval
Scheme) requirements.
Over 200,000 units have been installed so far and a 2011
Northern Ireland Directive plans to phase out concrete kerbs Thermal image after demoulding
Sheila Patrick
entirely, opening up a great opportunity for Durakerb.
SPRA Newsletter Editor
See SPRA website for full report

CHINAPLAS 2011

In May, Colin Hindle and I travelled out to
the Chinaplas 2011 Fair in Guangzhou to
see what the 25th International Plastics and
Rubber Exhibition had to offer.
The fair was split into three sections: the
Chinese Export Machinery and Materials
Halls, the International Machinery Halls and
finally the Chemicals and Raw Materials
Halls. It was noticeable that the quality of
Chinese equipment is improving.
Of the exhibitors almost 35 countries and
regions took part, including John
McGavigan, a Scottish plastics manufacturer.
Safeglass Europe Ltd from East Kilbride
took part in the BPF mission sponsored by the
UKTI and used the visit to expand its
customer base and has since taken almost
£250,000 of orders
from the region. Many
of the visitors to the
British stands were
Chinese recyclers in
search of UK plastics
waste.
Recycled bottle
Recycled
bottle‘tree’
‘tree’ The fair registered over
94,000 visitors, up from 82,000 on last year’s
Shanghai fair. 20% of visitors came from
overseas.
Overall, we thought Chinaplas 2011 was very
impressive and provided a great business
opportunity for local and international
businesses alike.
Ralph McNeill, SPRA Council Member

LOCAL SOCIETY WINNERS

At the Institute of Materials, Minerals and
Mining Premier Awards dinner held at
1 Carlton House Terrace on 12th July the
Mining Institute of Scotland (MIS)
featured strongly.
Dr Graham Smith (right) received an
Outstanding Contribution Award for his
service to the Institute which includes
8 years representing Scotland on the IOM3
Council in addition to organising
conferences etc.
Congratulations Graham, and also to MIS
on keeping up the Scottish tradition of
winning the Local Society of the Year
Award (last year SPRA won).

David Seath, MIS Honorary Secretary, (left)
collected the trophy and cheque on behalf of
MIS who are to organise this year’s R W
Thomson Lecture in Aberdeen on 13th Sept.
Colin Hindle, SPRA Education Officer and
IOM3 Council Member for Scotland
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DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

2011
Wednesday 05 October
‘Real Time Monitoring’
Andy Jewell (Mattec)
Rosti UK Ltd, Larkhall
6.00 for 6.30 pm
Wednesday 19 October
‘Moldflow Workshop’
Eric Henry (Autodesk)
Edinburgh Napier University
3.00pm
Wednesday 19 October
‘CAD, CAE, Moldflow’
Eric Henry (Autodesk)
Edinburgh Napier University
6.30 for 7.00 pm
Thursday 01 December
‘Energy Efficiency in Polymer
Processing’
Robin Kent (Tangram Technology)
Edinburgh Napier University
6.30 for 7.00 pm

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to SPRA student member, Conan McLaren, (left) who
graduated with Honours from the BEng
Polymer Engineering Programme in the
June ceremony at Edinburgh Napier
University.
Conan, an S P R A
scholarship winner earlier this year, has
taken up a post at James Walker & Co.
in Cockermouth, Cumbria, where he had
spent a period of placement last year.
Another SPRA scholarship winner, who
celebrated at the same ceremony, was
Adriana Pia, (centre) who graduated with
Honours in BSc Product Design
Engineering.
Congratulations also to SPRA student
members, Mohammed Arif Hoque and
Arash Amini (right) who both graduated
MSc in Polymer Engineering.
Anyone interested in talking to these
graduates about potential employment
should contact Charlie Geddes, SPRA
Hon Secretary.
Telephone 01592 651269
c.geddes@blueyonder.co.uk

